Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 15th January, 2007 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. W. Ireland  

Also Present: 

Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 

 
C. Connery, D. Doyle, P. Fitzpatrick,  

C. Phelan, T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, 

J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, J. Brennan, 

P. Cuddihy, M. Shortall, T. Maher, 

T. Brennan, B. Aylward, D. Dowling, M. Brett,

M. Fitzpatrick, M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan and M. O’ Brien. 
Apologies:


 P. Millea. 

In attendance:
M. Malone County Manager, P. O ‘Neill, T. Walsh, 

J. McCormack, J. Mulholland Directors of Services, 
J. Dempsey Head of Finance, A. M. Walsh &
 M. Arthurs  Senior Executive Officer, Denis Malone, Senior Planner, A.M. Robinson Estate Management Liaison Officer, O. Broderick Environmental Awareness Officer  and A. Waldron Meetings Administrator. 

At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. John Mulholland the newly appointed Director of Services for Roads & Corporate Affairs. He was joined in his good wishes by members from all sides of the chamber and the County Manager. In reply Mr. Mulholland thanked the elected members and the county manager for their warm welcome and expressed a hope that he could contribute to Kilkenny County Council’s ambitious programme of work. 

A vote of sympathy was expressed to the fishing communities of Kinsale and Dunmore East following the recent tragedies. 
Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· The family of the late Monsignor Fitzgerald 

· The Family of the late Anna Gorey grandmother of Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick. 

· Kay Comerford, Purcellsinch, Dublin Road on the death of her husband Bernie. 
· Mrs. Parsons, 22 Assumption Place, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Seamus. 

· Mr & Mrs. Fogarty, Cappagh, Gaulsmills on the death of their son John. 

· Michael Murphy Jnr, Ballybrazil, Mooncoin on the death of Michael Murphy. 

· Mary Walsh, Fiddown, Piltown on the death of Noel Walsh. 

· Mrs. Troy, College Road, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Paddy. 

· Mrs. Travers, Shandon Park, Kilkenny on the death of her mother. 

· John Croke, Chapel Street, Mooncoin on the death of Rita Croke. 

· Milly Grace, Portnahully, Carrigeen on the death of Jimmy Grace. 

· John Anderson, Maudlin Street, Kilkenny on the death of his father Tommy Anderson. 

· Paddy Keyes, Lower Grange, Goresbridge on the death of Josie Keyes. 

A vote of congratulations was passed to Mrs. Kathleen Gannon resident of the Sacred Heart Nursing Home, Crosspatrick who is due to celebrate her 100th birthday within the forthcoming weeks. 
1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 18th December, 2006. 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher, and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 18th December, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 18th December, 2006. 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on  18th  December, 2006 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a)  Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 



Housing Disposal – Tithíocht Díuscairt

Proposed by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and   resolved:- 

(i) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 20 Barrack Street, Castlecomer to Catherine Kelly in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 8th January 2007.

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 1 Ossory Park, Kilkenny to Anna & Edmond Leahy in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 8th January 2007.

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 49 St. Kieran’s Crescent, Kilkenny to Ruth Comerford in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 8th January 2007.

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 10 Mellows Park, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Eugene & Linda Hennessy in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 8th January 2007.

(v) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 71 Oaklawns, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny to Roseann McCormack in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”.  Notification issued to members on 8th January 2007.

(b)  Housing - Tithíocht

 
Draft Estate Management Document
       
 It was proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- “That the Draft Estate Management Document be and is hereby approved”. 
During  a discussion on this item to which a number of members contributed Ms. Robinson confirmed that the supports to community committees is confined to the tenants of local authority houses. It was agreed that the representation at local level for community groups under this policy could be integrated into the expanded area committees. 
In response to a query regarding local authority tenants who have been housed under Part V arrangements, Ms. Robinson confirmed that  cluster arrangments are in place whereby a  committee is put in place for tenants across various committees who are housed under Part V procedures. She confirmed that a tidy estates competition would be launched within her remit in March 2007. With regard to a query concerning estates where volunteers do not come forward, she confirmed that in instances where there had been a slow uptake on correspondence, Councillors had been proactive and had encouraged people to partake on to the committees. 
All members contributing praised Mr. Robinson for her impact on the various estates and tenants with which she has interacted. 
Contributions Cllrs. M. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, T. Breathnach, B. Aylward, M. Noonan, C. Connery, M.H. Cavanagh, D. Doyle, C. Long, P. Dunphy and M. Shortall. 

(c)  
 Roads – Bóithre

Taking in Charge Roundabout on N25 Belmount
Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council take in charge roundabout on N25 at Belmont”. 
This item had initially come before the November Meeting and in response to concerns originally raised at that meeting a  report had been prepared regarding road safety issues. The report concluded that the accidents had been caused by a combination of factors which were outlined. There was still some concern regarding the taking in charge expressed by members at this meeting. However, it was confirmed that a safety audit would be undertaken following the taking in charge and the audit would identify any safety measures to be taken. It was agreed that the taking in charge would be reviewed following a period of 3 months to allow members of the local area to monitor the impact and the effect of the safety measures to be put in place. 
It was agreed that the issue of improvements to the N76 road from Tennypark to the the site of the car boot sale could be discussed under this item. In response to concerns raised following a serious of recent accidents, Mr. John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that he had met with the NRA last week to try and expedite funding towards improvements works on this stretch of road. He outlined to the meeting that not withstanding the issue of funding there would still be a period of time before the necessary works could be completed as agreement would then have to reached with landowners. 
He informed the meeting that he was examining putting in low cost measures in the interim to try to alleviate the problem for that area. He informed the meeting that once the report on these low cost measures would be prepared that he would forward details of same to the Electoral area meeting. He confirmed to the members that amongst possible short term design measures would be the inclusion of special surfaces and an increased level of signage on that stretch of the road. 
Contributions Cllrs:- D. Dowling, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach,

 D. Doyle, M. H. Cavanagh, T. Maher, M. O’ Brien, J. Coonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy. 
(d)

Planning - Pleanáil  

Graignamanagh/Tinnahinch Development & Economic Study
Proposed by Cllr. A. Phelan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien 
“That the Graignamanagh/Tinnahnich Development & Economic Study a report of which had been attached and circulated to all members be and is hereby approved”. 
Members contributing expressed satisfaction at the quality of the document and stressed its importance as part of  an ongoing development process rather then being at an end itself. 

Members expressed concern at the low levels of people in the locality who are progressing to third level education and the small number of pupils currently attending Duiske College. It was agreed that Kilkenny County Council needed to be proactive to ensure the continued viability of the school and its role in the community. 

Members recommended that every effort should be made to make the case for this area to be designated as a disadvantaged area when applying for funding from the Department. In replying to queries raised by the members. Mr. Denis Malone agree that the development plan for the Graignamanagh/Tinnahinch area should be done in conjunction with Carlow County Council with one of the County Council’s being the lead authority. Following the discussion on this item the County Manager informed the meeting that this was the start of an ongoing process with the participation of other agencies and co-operation with community groups required. 

It was recommended that similar reports be commissioned for other small towns within the county. 

Contributions Cllrs. A. Phelan, M. O’ Brien, P. Cuddihy, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, D. Dowling, C. Connery, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, 
C. Phelan, T. Brennan. 

(e)
     Environment - Comhshaol
Environmental Education & Awareness Programme 2007 – Presentation by Olga Broderick. 

A detailed presentation was given by Olga Broderick the Environmental Awareness & Education Officer for Kilkenny Local Authorities outlining the activities which had been carried out within her remit for 2006 together with her plans for 2007. Following contributions by a number of members it was agreed that this item be placed on the February agenda to allow further discussion on this issue. 

Contributions Cllrs. T. Maher, J. Brennan, D. Dowling, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach. 

(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

None. 

(4)  Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

None 
(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

A schedule of meetings from January to March 2007 was agreed. 

However, it was agreed that the whips would meet regarding a possible rescheduling of the meeting fixed for Wednesday 7th February at 10.00 a.m. regarding a consultation on Rural Housing Design. 
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 


None 


(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 

None 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and agreed. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

         None.
(10) Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

It was agreed that a report regarding traffic calming measures would be presented at the February Meeting of Kilkenny County Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting. 

____________________________ 
_____________________

Cathaoirleach 




Date 

