Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 15th October, 2007 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. T. Maher

Also Present: 

Cllrs. P. Dunphy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, 

 
D. Doyle, P. Fitzpatrick,  

T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, J. Coonan, 

C. Long, J. Brennan, M. Shortall, T. Maher, 

T. Brennan, P. Walsh, M. Brett, M. Fitzpatrick, 

M. H. Cavanagh, M. Lanigan, M. O’ Brien,

 P. Cuddihy, C. Phelan, D. Dowling, P. Millea. 

Apologies:


Cllr. M. Noonan & C. Connery
In attendance:
J. Crockett County Manager, T. Walsh, 

J. Mulholland, J. McCormack, P. O’ Neill Directors of Services, F, B. Mernagh, S. Walton Senior Engineers, A.M. Walsh,  M. Arthurs Senior Executive Officers, D. Malone Senior Planner, B. Hynes CEDO and A. Waldron Meetings Administrator. 

Votes of Sympathy 

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:-

· The Crowley Family, Riverquarter, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Eileen Crowley. 
· The Family of the late Sandra Kennedy former employee of Kilkenny County Council. 

· Jim Drennan, Lickawn, Tobernabrone, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his brother Willie Drennan. 

· Dessie Blackmore, Garnarea, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father William Blackmore. 

· Ann Brennan, Whitewall, Via Rathdowney, Co. Laois on the death of her husband Charlie Brennan. 

· Thomas Dunne, Gathabawn, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Elizabeth Dunne. 

· Anne Hanrahan, High Street, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her sister Kitty Hogan. 

· Mary Henderson, Rathoscar, Johnstown, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her sister Kitty Hogan. 

· Therese Finnegan, Coole, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother. 

· Ellen Phelan, Foulkscourt, Johnstown, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother Jack Watson. 

· Mary Shore, Coan West, Via Carlow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother Robert Brennan. 

· Joe Fitzpatrick, Maryville, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Mary Eileen Fitzpatrick.

· Gillian Hennessy, Race course, Kells Road, Kilkenny on the death of her parents. 

· Paula Gaule, Shellumsrath, Callan Road, Kilkenny on the death of her parents. 

· Mrs. Lawlor, Castleinch, Kilkenny on the death of her parents. 

· The Long Family, Callan, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Susie Long. 

· The Dooley Family, Garranbehy, Rosbercon, Via New Ross, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Pat Dooley. 

· Michael Malone & Family, Ballyneale, Tullogher, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Statia Malone. 

· Sean Treacy, Powerswood, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Treacy. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Dearbhú Miontuairiscí

(a) 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th September, 2007. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 17th September, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(b) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2007. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien  and resolved:- 

“That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September , 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c) 
Minutes of Kilkenny  Electoral Area Meeting held on 3rd September, 2007 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- 


“That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 3rd September 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) 
Minutes of SPC 2 Infrastructure, Transportation, Water Services & Other policy Issues meeting held on 4th October, 2007. 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien

And resolved:- 


“That the minutes of SPC Infrastructure Meeting  held on 4th October, 2007 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.
Business prescribed by Statue, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. 


Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó rúin an Chomairle. 

(a) Housing and Other Disposal – Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Lanigan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- 

(i) That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in Cherrymount, Stoneyford, Co. Kilkenny to Ann Kealy in accordance with teh terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002” 

(ii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest at Ahenure, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Matthew & Nicola Balster in accordance wtih the terms of the Housings Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(iii) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in No. 82 Hebron Park to Orla O’ Reilly, in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”. 

(iv) “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in Tullabrin, Johnswell to Richard and Lorraine Shelly in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002

(v)  “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest at 3 Noreview, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny to Declan and Thelma O’ Reilly in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002” 
 
(b)         Other Disposal - Díuscairt Eile 

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in two houses at 10 & 12, Sycamore Drive, Ardnore, Kilkenny to S.O.S. Kilkenny Ltd. for the sum of €540,000.00 in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.
       
 (c)      Housing – Tithíocht

Article 179 Local Government (Planning and Development) Act  2000 – Construction of House at Caherlesk, Dunammagin, Co. Kilkenny.  
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved: - “That construction of house at Caherlesk, Dunamaggin, Co. Kilkenny is hereby approved”. 
(d)       Water Services - Seirbhísí Slántaíochta

(i)
Kilkenny City Water Supply Scheme (Update) 

(ii)
Kilkenny City Waste Water Scheme (update)

(iii)
Mooncoin Regional Water Supply Scheme/South Kilkenny (update)

As a  follow up to the detailed report initially circulated to members in

March 2007, Mr. Billy Mernagh, Senior Engineer gave an update as to

the current status of the 3 most current major infrastructural projects in the water services area. There were a number of queries regarding the content of his presentation and clarification was given regarding the figures produced in the presentation and the ability of these infrastructural projects to meet future capacity needs. 

Philip O’ Neill, Director of Services informed the members that a written update would be provided for all the schemes contained in the original report which had been circulated in March. Members contributing expressed satisfaction regarding the frequency of updates given. 

Contributions Cllrs. D. Dowling, P. Dunphy, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach, C. Long, P. Walsh, M. Brett and P. Fitzpatrick. 
At this juncture a presentation was made to the meeting by Kilkenny Youth Forum (voice4youth). This presentation was a follow up to their original presentation made at the July Meeting. The speakers were Eileen Corrigan, Lauren Lennon, Kieran Bollard and Chloe Hitchcock who was the chair of the group. The content of the presentation outlined their plans for setting up a youth council. The core of their presentation was a request for €25,000 from Kilkenny County and Borough Council’s for the development of a youth council structure for Kilkenny City and County. 

Following conclusion of their presentation, members joined the Cathaoirleach in complimenting them as to the quality and content of their presentation. Members contributing asked a number of questions and it was agreed that these would be taken away by the Kilkenny Youth Forum for their consideration. 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Brett, J. Coonan, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach, C. Phelan, P. O’ Neill, M. Shortall, C. Long, J. Brennan, P. Fitzpatrick and P. Cuddihy. 

Before returning to the business of the meeting Michelle Shanahan the newly appointed Project Manager for development of a youth facility in Kilkenny was introduced to the meeting.
Congratulations were offered to Kilkenny special Olympians who had achieved such success at the recent world games in Shangai. The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that there would be a forthcoming joint reception by the Mayor and Cathaoirleach for these athletes. 

Congratulations were also offered to the Kilkenny minor camogie team for their recent victory in the minor camogie All Ireland and the Freshford camogie team who had retained their Leinster championship.

(e)
 Planning – Pleanáil

Variation No 9 of Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 – 2008 Proposed rezoning at Thomastown – Residential & Community – to – General Business
It was agreed that this item would be deferred to the November Meeting to allow Councillors the opportunity to study the report  in detail as it  had only been circulated to them on the day of the meeting. Denis Malone confirmed that this would still be within the statutory time frame. 

 (f)       Roads – Bóithre


(i)
Draft Speed Limits Review – Public Consultation Phase 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved: “That Kilkenny County Council now proceeds to the public consultation phase in respect of the revision of the Kilkenny County Council 2004 Speed Limit Bye Laws as per report and recommendation circulated with the Agenda”. 

In response to a query raised by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh, John Mulholland confirmed that in respect of the road at Ballinslee, some funding had been provided for design works for the NRA. He confirmed that Kilkenny County Council are now preparing a CPO document and they have requested the NRA to include funding for road improvements for this road in their budgets for 2008.

Contributions Cllrs: - M. H. Cavanagh, M. Shortall, P. Millea, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, P. O’ Neill and J. Brennan. 
(ii)
 Draft Road Safety Plan – Public Consultation (Draft attached) 


This was proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- “ That Kilkenny County Council now proceeds to the public consultation phase in respect of the Road Safety Plan  as per report and recommendation circulated with the agenda”. 

In presenting this item John Mulholland Director of Services informed the meeting that this Draft Road Safety Plan was the result of a co-ordinated strategy driven by the Kilkenny Road Safety Together Committee. This committee has been set up under the auspices of the Transportation and Infrastructure SPC. Members contributing welcomed the report and complimented all involved in the Draft Plan. 

In proposing the draft plan Cllr. P. Cuddihy chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure SPC requested that members bring any concerns or comments regarding the report to their relevant SPC members. He also asked members of the media present to highlight the issue of road safety within their various publications and radio outlets. 

In respect of a query from Cllr. A. Phelan, John Mulholland informed the meeting that he would examine the concerns raised regarding the continuation of a footpath for pedestrians  near the Graignamanagh By Pass 
Contributions Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, J. Coonan, C. Long, A. Phelan, T. Breathnach, D. Dowling, P. Fitzpatrick, P. Dunphy, P. Millea, D. Doyle, M. O’ Brien. 

(g)
 Corporate Affairs – Gnóthaí Corparáideacha

Invitation for nominees to single Integrated Development Company 

Following discussion by the party whips it was Proposed by M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. J. Brennan and resolved:- “That Councillors P. Walsh, M. H. Cavanagh and T. Breathnach be Kilkenny County Council’s nominees to any proposed single integrated development company” 

(h)
Community & Enterprise - Pobal agus Fiontar

Fill Vacancy on the Kilkenny Enterprise Board (Vacancy arises due to the expiry of Cllr. Paul Cuddihy’s term of office)

It was proposed by M. H. Cavanagh, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- “That Cllr. T. Maher be nominated to fill the vacancy on Kilkenny Enterprise Board which rose due to the expiry of Cllr. Paul Cuddihys term of office”. 

(3)      Urgent Correspondence – Comhfhreagas Práinneach 

None 

(4) Business adjourned from a previous meeting – Gnó ar athló   ó chrinniú Roimhe seo. 

None 

(5) Fix Dates and Times of Meetings – Dátaí agus Amanta do   chruinnithe a  shocru 

The schedule of meetings from October to December 2007 was agreed with one amendment. The next meeting of the Piltown area has been changed to Friday 16th November at 2.00 p.m. in Newrath. Following a query regarding a set of dates for the Waterford City and Environs Draft Development Plan, Denis Malone informed the meeting that the consultants would be in attendance at the area meeting on the 16th November. It was the intention that the first public session on same would take place before the end of that month with the timetable for the completion of the Waterford City & Environs  draft development plan scheduled before the end of January 2008. 
(6) Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council- Plé ar Thuairiscí  agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)
Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 14th September, 2007. 

Report presented by Area Chair Cllr. D. Dowling 

Main policy issues discussed were as follows:- 

· Roadwork’s programme 2008/2010 

· Update in relation to the community involvement schemes 

· Update in relation to local improvement schemes 

· A number of deputations were also received at that meeting. 

In response to concerns raised regarding Waterford City Council housing people from their list in South Kilkenny  Tony Walsh, Director of Services informed the meeting that he had engaged with the relevant officials in Waterford City Council to try to achieve a more coordinated approach between the 2 authorities with a more consultative approach  he was in the process of ascertaining the numbers of people with addresses in South Kilkenny who are currently on the Waterford City list. 
 (b)
Chairman’s Report of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 3rd September, 2007 


The report was presented by the area committee chair, Cllr. J. Coonan. 
Main policy issues discussed were as follows:- 

· Agreement to lobby the minister for re classification of national roads of R693 (Freshford Road and R700 New Ross Road) 
· Speed limit review 

· Discussion on new sports complex Scanlon Park

· J. McCormack outlined the position with land surrounding the Troyswood Development Plant and the possibility of linking up with the GAA. 
(b) Chairman’s Report on SPC 2 Meeting held on 4th October, 2007 
This report was presented by SPC Chair Cllr. P. Cuddihy 

Main issues discussed during the course of the meeting were as follows:- 

· Draft road safety plan as presented earlier at this meeting. 

· Review of transportation objectives in draft county development plan. 

· Consideration of the statement of strategy 2008/2010 issued by the Department of Transport.

Arising from this report the issue of a vision of the public transport system in Graignamanagh was raised 

Contributions Cllrs. M. Shortall, A. Phelan, P. O’ Neill and T. Breathnach. 

(7)   Other Business set for the Notice convening the Meeting 

    Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe 


   None 

(8)     Conferences – Comhdhálacha 

Proposed by D. Dowling, Seconded by M. Brett and resolved. 

(9) Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha  ag èirí as Miontuairiscí


Members enquired as to whether there had been any response from the NRA regarding them attending a Council Meeting. As John Mulholland was not in attendance at the time it was agreed that he would circulate an email regarding the NRA’s response to all members. It was agreed that the request for details on follow up for Notices of Motion would be circulated to members for the November meeting.  

(10)
Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 

Cllr. Maurice Shortall raised the issue of the Ormonde Brick Factory in Castlecomer which is facing an extended shut down within the next few weeks. He asked that Kilkenny County Council support this company in any way possible. Cllr. Shortalls request was supported by Cllrs. J. Brennan and P. Millea. 
Following a query from Cllr. M. Brett, Tony Walsh, Director of Services agreed that he would write to the OPW concerning the play facilities at the castle park which have recently closed down for a period of time. 

Cllr. Cora Long raised the issue of health matters appearing on the agenda. 

It was proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. P. Millea and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for the Environment to increase the level of grant aid for a group sewerage schemes inline with water scheme grants”. 

In response to queries from Cllrs. P. Dunphy and C. Long Philip O’ Neill Director of Services informed the meeting that Kilkenny County Council are currently engaging in legal discussions with the relevant contractor and it is expected that work on the Kilmacow Sewerage Scheme will commence within a few weeks. It is expected that these works will continue for the duration of one year. 
In response to a query from Cllr. A. Phelan Mr. Tony Walsh Director of Services agreed that he would investigate the status of works recently commenced in green areas in an  estate in Graignamanagh 

(11) Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:


None. 
13.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:
21(07) Fingal County Council – 27th September, 2007 

“That Fingal County Council, on foot of the discovery of unsuitable building materials used in the construction of floor plinths in residential dwellings within our jurisdiction, write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government with regard to creating additional regulation for chemical/petrographic analysis of all backfill materials used in excavations, floors, road bases etc. and that the relevant technical guidance documents of the Building Control Act 1990 and 2007 be altered to reflect same”. 

Noted 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
 

 

____________________________ 
_____________________

Cathaoirleach 




Date 

