Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16th May, 2005 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.
 
 
Cathaoirleach:           Cllr. M.H Cavanagh.
 
Also Present:              Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, 
A. Phelan, D. Doyle, M. Doran, M. Noonan, T. Brennan, 
P. Millea, D. Dowling, M. Shortall, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Cody, 
M. O’Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, 
P. O’Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher. W. Ireland, J. Coonan. 
 
Apologies :                 Cllrs. M. Noonan & W. Ireland  
 
In Attendance:           M. Malone, Co. Manager, P. O’Neill, T. Walsh, T. Gunning, Directors of Services, K. Hanley A/Director of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance,  M. Mullally, A.M. Walsh, M. Brennan, Senior Executive Officers, C. Murphy, Landscape Architect, Jim Ryan, Investigations Officer, and A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator.
 
At the outset of the Meeting the Cathaoirleach congratulated Kildalton College on their recent victory in the All- Ireland Agricultural Colleges Hurling Final.
 Best wishes were forwarded to Mr. Noel Walsh of Fiddown, Piltown in his appeal for Organ Donors. 
The Cathaoirleach informed the members that the mass for deceased Councillors and Staff Members would take place in St. Johns Church that night at 7.30 p.m. 
Members were reminded that the presentation to Galmoy Junior Hurling Team would take place at 5.30 that evening. 
 
Votes of Sympathy:
 
A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 

· Teresa & Edward Mullally, Miltown, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Kathleen Stone. 

· Margaret Ryan, Maryville, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her daughter Claire Ryan.

· Mary Roberts, C/o 2 Stephens Street, Kilkenny on the death of Mr. Dick Kenny. 

· Marie Walsh, Main Street, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother in law Mr. Barry Foster. 

· Mary Lawlor, Ballyogreek, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother Owen Dempsey. 

· Ger Grace, Lismatigue, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Nan Grace. 

· Barry Grace, Lismatigue, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Nan Grace. 

· Martin Delahunty, Aylwardstown, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his uncle Jim Delahunty. 
· Mrs. Mary Delaney, Aylwardstown, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother in law Jim Delahunty. 

· Mrs. Anne Healy, Ballybray, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Quinn. 

· Mrs. Brigid Fowler, Ballyhale, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her son Mr. Seamus Fowler. 

· Mrs. Meany, Kingsland, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Billy Meaney. 

· Marita Lanigan, Barronsland, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mary O’ Neill. 

· Mrs. Nancy Doyle, Bawnskeha, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Gary Doyle. 

· Margaret Dunphy, Oldtown, Cullohill, Durrow, Co. Laois on the death of her father Seamus Hennessy. 

· Nora O’ Dwyer, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Nan Grace. 

· Margaret Dunphy, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Mrs. Nan Grace. 

· Maura Mansfield, Ballyogreek, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother in law Mrs. Nan Grace. 

· Tommy Grant & Family, Dournane Road, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mary Grant. 

· The Croke Family, Chapel Street, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mikey Croke.

· Joseph Ryan, Tullanvolty, Johnstown, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Mrs. Ryan. 

· The Brennan Family, Ashtown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Kathleen Brennan. 

· Mrs. Meighan, Prison Cottage, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Liam Meighan.

· Mrs. M. Doyle, Ring Road, Kilkenny on the death of Anthony Doyle. 

· The Brennan Family, Owning, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Mrs. Kathleen Brennan. 
 
1.         Confirmation of Minutes- Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:
 
(a)               Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 18th April, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
 
“That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 18th April, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 

 
(b)               Minutes of Special  Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 11th April, 2005
 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:  
 
“That the minutes of the Special Meeting  held on 11th April, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
 
(c)      Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4- Housing & Social Policy Meeting held on 3rd May, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett, and resolved: 
 
“That the minutes of the SPC No.4  held on 3rd May, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
(d)     Minutes of Irish Sub Committee Meeting held on 29th April, 2005. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. C. Connery, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: 
 
“That the minutes of Irish Sub Committee Meeting held on 29th April, 2005, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
 
2.         Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council.
  Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an       Chomhairle.
  (a)      Housing and Other Disposal- Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile
Housing - Tithíocht
 
Proposed by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden, Seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and resolved:-
 
(i)        “That Kilkenny County Council approve of the disposal of its interest in lands at Clonmore, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny to John Long, Clonmore, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny for the purpose of rectifying the title to cottage plot, mapping error when house sold originally in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001”.
(ii)      “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 4 Abbey Drive, Rathculliheen, Ferrybank, Waterford to Caitriona Haberlin in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” 
(iii)     “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Abbey Street, Graiguenamanagh, Co. Kilkenny to Ann Healy in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 
 
(b)              Corporate Affairs - Gnóthaí Corparáideacha
Section 66 Local Government Act 1991. Preliminary list of grant allocations. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. C. Phelan-Holden and resolved:- 
“That Kilkenny County Council approves the payment of Section 66 Grants under the Local Government Act, 1991 in accordance with the list circulated to the Members”. 
In response to queries on this item, Mr. Philip O’ Neill informed the members that there was still a balance of €16, 250 remaining in the budget for grant funding in 2005. He informed the members that a further list covering this balance would come before the Elected Members at the October Council Meeting. At the request of members it was agreed that Kilkenny County Council publicise the scheme again in September of this year. 
 (c)               Roads – Bóithre
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan and resolved:- 
(i) Traffic Calming Scheme, Gowran
“That the report as circulated to the members on the Traffic Calming     Scheme for Gowran, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”.
(ii)       Traffic Calming Scheme – Paulstown 
“That the report as circulated to the members on the Traffic Calming Scheme for Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”.
(iii)     Traffic Calming Scheme – Thomastown 
“That the Thomastown Traffic Management Scheme as circulated to members on the Traffic Management Scheme & Traffic Calming Scheme for Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny is hereby adopted in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994”. 
(iv)   Guidelines for the Application of Special Speed Limits 
The Director of Services Mr. Tom Gunning requested that members read the guidelines which had being distributed to them between now and their next area meeting for discussion at that stage. 
 
Contributions by Cllrs. J. Coonan, M. Shortall, T. Breathnach and P. Dunphy. 
 
(d)              Housing - Tithíocht
(i)       Scheme of Priorities for Affordable Housing 
      Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and    resolved:-
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the Scheme of Priorities for Affordable Housing”. (report issued to members) 
A discussion took place regarding whether Development Contributions for an area should be ring fenced for that particular area. It was agreed to refer this issue back to the Housing SPC for them to return to the full Council with the appropriate recommendation. 
Contributions: Cllrs. D. Dowling, B. Aylward, D. Doyle, T. Breathnach, J. Coonan, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, C. Long and P. Millea. 
 
(ii)     Draft Kilkenny Local Authorities Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document. 
Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved: - “ That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the draft of Kilkenny Local Authorities Anti Social Behaviour Policy Document” 
   (Report issued to members with agenda) 
 
In response to queries from Elected Members the Housing Officer, Anne Maria Walsh clarified the position under the Freedom of Information Act regarding the receipt of complaints. 
Contributions. Cllrs. T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, C. Connery, M. O’ Brien and M.H. Cavanagh. 
Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act 2000
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. H. Cavanagh and resolved:- 
(i)        Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 2 dwellings at Inchacarran, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny. 
      (Report issued to members 5th May, 2005)
(ii)      Notice of Proposed Development by a Local Authority in accordance with Section 179(3) of the Planning & Development Act, 2000 – Construction of 4 Apartment type dwellings at Woodview, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny 
       (Report issued to members 5th May, 2005)
 
(e)               Arts - Ealaíona
Arts Act Grant 2005
Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:- 
“That applications under the Arts Act Grant 2005 be and are hereby approved” 
 
(f)                Environment - Comhshaol
Graveyard Grants 2005 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- 
 
“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the payment of Historic Graveyard Grants 2005 in accordance with the list circulated to the Members”. 
In response to a query from the Cathaoirleach, Mr. Tony Walsh informed the members that the balance of monies on this grant funding for 2005 would be reserved for consideration for those applicants  from which further information is currently being sought and for the cost of the training/information seminar. 
 
(g)               Planning – Pleanáil
(i)       Recommended Allocation of Amenity Grants 2005 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Shortall, Seconded by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick and resolved: - “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the recommended allocation for amenity grants in 2005”
In response to queries from elected members Mr. Philip O’ Neill informed the members that outstanding applications would be further considered in the next tranch of grant funding some time  before the end of the year. 
(ii)     Urban & Village Renewal Scheme 2005-2006 
Clare Murphy, Landscape Architect made a presentation on the above scheme and provided details as follows. 
Urban and Village Renewal Scheme 2005 -2006
In 2001 a Strategic Plan for the Implementation of the Urban and Renewal Scheme was prepared by Kilkenny County Council.  This set out the Council’s plans for the years 2001 – 2006 in allocating the Urban and Village renewal fund throughout the County.  Essentially the budget was to split evenly into six each year, with the funds going to a village in each Electoral Area and to the city.  The Urban and Village Renewal Scheme is funded by the EU and Exchequer through the Department of the Environment and Local Government.  

The annual allocations to Kilkenny County Council to date have been in the region of €170,000 to €230,000.  However, this year, 2005 and next year 2006, Kilkenny County Council will receive €424,000 and €1,088,045 respectively.  

As a result of this significant increase in funding it is proposed to add extra projects to the original list, with all works to be completed before the end of 2006.  The main reason for for selecting the new projects is that plans are already in place and consultation has already been entered into during the plan process.

Original list approved by Elected Members in 2001

	AREA
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Thomas-town Electoral Area
	Graiguen-amanagh
	The Rower
	Graigue-namanagh
	Goresbridge
	Johnswell
	Ballyhale

	Castle-comer Electoral Area
	Freshford

Castlecomer

Lisdowney

Gathabawn

Ballyouskil

Coon

Tulla
	Moneenroe
	Galmoy
	Ballyragget
	Clogh
	Castlecomer

Church Avenue/

Kilkenny Road

	Callan Electoral Area
	Kilmanagh

Windgap

Booleyglass
	Hugginstown
	Tullaroan
	Dunamaggin
	Kilmaganny
	Fair Green, Callan

	New Rath Electoral Area
	 _________
	Slieve Rue
	Templeorum
	Glenmore
	Mullinavat
	Piltown

	Kilkenny Electoral Area
	Newpark marsh
	Gallowshill
	Dunmore
	Cuffesgrange
	Bishop Birch Place
	Nore

Riverside Walk

	Kilkenny Borough
	Kilkenny City Streets
	Kilkenny City Streets
	Kilkenny City Streets
	Kilkenny City Streets
	Kilkenny City Streets
	Kilkenny City Streets


New Projects Proposed for 2005 and 2006

	AREA
	2005
	2006
	Local Area Plan/ Scheduled Town Plan Prepared?

	Thomastown
	-
	Paulstown
	Currently being prepared.

Public consultation has taken place

	Castlecomer
	-
	Urlingford
	Yes

	Callan
	-
	Knocktopher
	Yes

	New Rath
	-
	Rosbercon
	Yes (on display)

	Kilkenny Environs
	River Nore Linear Park
	River Nore Linear Park
	Part XI currently being prepared for public display

	Kilkenny City
	-
	River Nore Linear Park
	Part XI currently being prepared for public display


Members thanked Clare Murphy for the quality of her presentation including the new Projects to be included in 2005/2006. 
 
Contributions Cllrs. D. Doyle, J. Cody, D. Dowling, J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy, M. Brett, P. O’ Neill, P. Fitzpatrick, A. Phelan, M. Shortall, M. O’ Brien, T. Breathnach, C. Connery and P. Millea. 
 
At this juncture there was a break in the meeting to allow for a presentation to be made by Professor Kieran Byrne of the Waterford Institute of Technology. The theme of Professor Byrnes presentation was the seeking of support for the upgrading of Waterford Institute of Technology to a University status and thereby provide a University for the South Eastern Region. 
 
Members from all side complimented Professor Byrne on his presentation and agreed that a University for the South East was a necessity.
 It was proposed by Cllr. C. Long, Seconded by Cllr. M.H.Cavanagh and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council write to the  Minister for Education confirming Kilkenny County Council’s support that the Waterford Institute of Technology receive University status and thus provide a much needed University for the South East Region”. 

Contributions by: Cllrs. M. O’ Brien, T. Maher, P. Cuddihy, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, D. Dowling, C. Long, M. Brett, D. Doyle, J. Brennan, M. Lanigan, J. Coonan and P. Dunphy. 
 
3.         Urgent Correspondence- Comhfhreagras Práinneach
            
None
            
 
4.             Business Adjourned from a Previous Meeting- Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú roimhe seo:
None
 
5.                  Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrú
 
(i) Schedule of meetings from May 2005 to July 2005 - Agreed
 
(ii) Fix date for Annual Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. 
It was agreed that the Annual Meeting of Kilkenny County Council would take place on Monday 11th July at 3.00 p.m.
 
6. Consideration of Reports and Recommendation of Committees of the Council- 
Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle:
 
(a)               Report of Strategic Policy Committee No. 4- Housing & Social Policy, 3rd May, 2005 
 
Report presented by Cllr. B. Aylward . 
 
Issues considered:- 
        Horse Project
        Anti-Social Behaviour Policy Document 
        Scheme of Priorities for Affordable Housing 
        Under the heading of any other business a discussion took place regarding the Rental Accommodation Scheme which is due to be implemented in 2005. It was agreed that the committee request the Council to write to the Department of Environment of Heritage & Local Government and Department of Finance advising that it is not viable given the current staffing of the housing section and current funding to administer this scheme and to request approval to recruit additional staff. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, Seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:- 
 
“That the Rental Accommodation Scheme which had being administered by the Health Executives is due to be implemented by Local Authorities in 2005. The members of Kilkenny County Council hereby resolve that the Council write to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the Department of Finance advising that it is not viable given the current staffing level of the Housing Section and to administer this scheme and to request approval to recruit additional staff” 
 
(b)               Report on Irish Sub Committee Meeting held on 29th April, 2005.  
 
Report presented by Cllr. C. Connery.
 
Issues considered:- 
        Irish Classes to be held for staff and elected members to commence at 4.30 on appointed days 
        Availability of suitable weekend courses for staff and elected members in Galway to be researched. 
        Irish Day/Week – possibility of holding a suitable Irish day a week to be examined. 
        All County Council Agendas to be in both languages 
        Booklet of local government phrases to be researched and made available to staff and members. 
        Membership of Irish Committee to be expanded to include elected members from the Council and the Borough 
        Agreed to advance the use of Irish throughout both Local Authorities and in that way to justify the appointment of full time Irish officer at some future date. 
 
It was agreed that Councillor Tomas Breathnach would be added to this sub committee. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the cost of implementing the Irish Act 2003 and it was confirmed the funding for same would have to be raised by each Local Authority. Contributions Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. O’ Brien, T. Brennan, P. O’ Neill, T. Breathnach and P. Millea. 
 
(c)           Report of County Development Board Meeting held on 22nd April, 2005.
 
    Taken as read. 
 
7        Other Business Set Forth in the Notice Convening the Meeting
- Gnó  Eile  romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe
 
 
            Development Contribution Scheme Issues 
 
It was agreed that this item together with related Notices of Motion be deferred and that a Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council be fixed to discuss the issue of the Development Contribution Scheme. It was agreed that the Special Meeting would take place at 5.30p.m. on Tuesday 31st May, 2005 with a briefing session to be held beforehand commencing at 4.00 p.m. 
 
8                    Conferences - Comhdhálacha
 
Proposed by Cllr. P. Millea, seconded by Cllr. P. O’ Neill and resolved:-
“That the list of conferences as circulated be and is hereby approved”. 
 
       9            Matters Arising from Minutes- Gnótha ag éirí as Miontuairis
None. 

       10.         Any Other Business - Aon Ghnó Eile
 

Loughmacask Local Area Plan
 
Mr. Philip O’ Neill informed the members that it was the intention to prepare a Local Area Plan for the Loughmacask Area. The area for this plan will be confined to the zones land extending from the Breaghagh Valley, Freshford Road. He informed members that it is important to establish early on in the process that this is not an opportunity for additional zonings in and around Kilkenny City and Environs but instead principally an exercise in phasing the development of the existing zoned lands in a co coordinated way that would allow lands to be developed while at the same time protecting the phasing and development strategy of the existing western environs local area plan. He informed members that it was the intention to appoint consultants quickly before the end of June and that the plan should be completed and on public display within 4 months. He informed members that it was possible that the plan could be in place by March, 2006. The proposal to prepare a Local Area Plan was welcomed by the members. 
IBAL Survey 
A discussion took place under any other business regarding the publication that day of IBAL’s survey and report on litter throughout town and cities throughout Ireland. Responding to queries from the members the County Manager stated that he was disappointed at Kilkenny’s position on that league table. However, he pointed out that the report made no allowance for various construction works which were ongoing within the city such as the river works and ongoing works at the railway station. He informed members that 25 tonnes of waste material are cleaned from the streets of Kilkenny every week. During a discussion on this issue it was agreed that the Director of Services Philip O’ Neill would contact his counterpart in Carlow County Council to examine steps that they have taken which has lead to them achieving a higher position then Kilkenny. 
Contributions by Cllrs. M. Brett, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy and B. Aylward. 
 

At this juncture it was agreed that the meeting would conclude to allow a presentation to be made to the Galmoy GAA Club to mark the occasion of their victory in the All Ireland Junior Hurling Club Championship. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

