Minutes of the Statutory Budget 2006 Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th December, 2005 at 2.00 p.m. in Castlecomer Branch Library, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny.
Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. M. Shortall 

Also Present: 
Cllrs. J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, A. Phelan, M. Doran, T. Brennan, M. O’ Brien, 
C. Connery, P. Millea, D. Dowling, P. Fitzpatrick,

 M. O’ Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, 

T. Breathnach, P. O’ Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher, 

J. Coonan, M. Noonan, C. Long, M.H. Cavanagh. 
Apologies:

Cllrs. D. Doyle & W. Ireland. 

In attendance:
M. Malone, County Manager, P.O’ Neill, T. Gunning, T. Walsh, J. McCormack, Directors of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, M. Brennan, A.M. Walsh and M. Delahunty, Senior Executive Officers, D. McDonnell, Management Accountant, A. Waldron, Meetings Administrator, A. M. Shortall, A/Admin Officer, J. Fogarty, Co. Librarian and M. Morrissey, Senior Library Assistant. 

At the outset of the Statutory Budget Meeting the Cathaoirleach Cllr. M. Shortall thanked the staff of Castlecomer Library for their work in preparing the premises for the meeting that day. He recommended to the meeting that the County Manager and Director of Finance would formally present the Draft Budget to the members and that following this formal presentation there would be a 15 minute adjournment. This was unanimously agreed. 

BUDGET 2006
Mr. M. Malone, County Manager outlined the various Expenditure and Incomes under each programme in the Draft Budget for 2006. The Income and Expenditure Budget provides for gross expenditure of €64 million by Kilkenny County Council during 2006 an increase of 8% on 2005. A rate increase of 5% is recommended for 2006. He informed members that such a rates increase, while greater then the inflation rate, is warranted because of the disproportionately high cost increases associated with the water services area, the primary beneficiary of which is the commercial sector. The main changes in the proposed 2006 Budget vis a vis 2005 Budget are as follows:- 
· 18% increase in housing stock maintenance, which gives a cumulative 102% increase over the 2002 budget.

· The implications of the takeover of the rental accommodation scheme. The 2006 Budget assumes a cost neutral position. 

· 8% increase in local roads funding, which gives a cumulative 45% increase over the 2002 Budget. 

· Landfill gate fee unchanged – for third year in succession 

· Park service – 84% increase in parks maintenance. This is the first full year for maintenance costs associated with the 7 playgrounds in the County. 
· 27% increase in operational costs of water and waste water services. 

· Substantial increase in the operational costs associated with providing water services is attributed to the following

· 2005 Budget under costed the level of expenditure associated with Sanitary Services

· Increases in cost emanating from increased compliance standards

· Substantial provision being made for planned maintenance 

· Cost implications for compliance with Health & Safety requirements 

· 57% increase in planning fee income 

· Increase in budgeted 2006 County Charge 

The County Manager thanked all concerned in the preparation of the estimates including the elected members and staff of Kilkenny County Council. He particularly wished to thank the Director of Finance John Dempsey and his staff for their hard work. Commenting on the Draft Budget being put before the members, the Director of Finance informed members that the Draft Budget for 2006 was a tight budget without the same potential for income buoyancy as had been experienced in previous years. 

The Cathaoirleach invited questions under each of the programmes. 

Contributions Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, J. Cody, P. Fitzpatrick, B. Aylward, P. Cuddihy, P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach, M. Lanigan. 

It was agreed that details of payments made to consultants for 2005 would be supplied to members early in the New Year. 

At this juncture the Statutory Estimates Meeting was formally adjourned for a period of 15 minutes. 

As it was now 3.00 p.m. The Cathaoirleach formally opened and adjourned the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council. 

Adoption of the 2006 Draft Budget 

Following the adjournment it was Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, and Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling “That the rate set out in column VII of table B, of the Draft Budget of Kilkenny County Council for the year ended 31st December, 2006 be determined in accordance with the said Budget to the Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for that year for the purposes set out in Column (1) of table B. 
It was Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, Seconded by Cllr. P. Millea 

“That the Budget be rejected and that the increase in Annual Rate on Valuation be that of the current rate of inflation 2.34%”.

Replying, the County Manager informed members that he was legally obliged to present a balanced budget to the members and that he would be unable to find the savings requested to correspond to the rate of inflation without serious curtailment of the delivery of services. 

Following the County Managers contribution, the Cathaoirleach asked that a vote take place on the 2006 Draft Budget. As the proposition by Cllr. Aylward was not an amendment to the original proposal, the vote was taken based on the original proposal. 
In accordance with Section 103(7) (B) Local Government Act 2001, it was Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the rates set in Column VIII of table B, of the Draft Budget of Kilkenny County Council for the year ended 31st December, 2006 be determined in accordance with the said Budget to the Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied for that year for the purposes set out in Column (1) of table B”. 

FOR:- 
Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, M. Shortall, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, A. Phelan, M.O’ Brien, D. Dowling, T. Breathnach, P. Dunphy. 
Total: 15 

AGAINST: 
Cllrs. P. Millea, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, M. Noonan, T. Brennan, B. Aylward 

Total: 7 

Paired Cllr. W. Ireland and D. Doyle, Cllrs. C. Long and C. Phelan-Holden. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- 

“That the Budget of Kilkenny County Council for the financial year ending 31st December, 2006 as set out in Table B, be adopted”. 

FOR:- 
Cllrs. M.H. Cavanagh, M. Shortall, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, T. Maher, P. O’ Neill, A. Phelan, M.O’ Brien, D. Dowling, T. Breathnach, P. Dunphy. 

Total 15 

AGAINST: 
Cllrs. P. Millea, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, M. Noonan, T. Brennan, B. Aylward 

Total 7 

Paired Cllr. W. Ireland and D. Doyle, Cllrs. C. Long and C. Phelan-Holden. 

It was agreed that a meeting take place in September, 2006 reviewing the 2006 estimates and serving as a pre estimates meeting for 2007. 

The Statutory Estimates Meeting concluded at 4.30 p.m. 

__________________________

________________________ 

Cathaoirleach 



Date 
