Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 15th November, 2004 at 2.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. MH Cavanagh.

Also Present:
Cllrs. C. Connery, J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, C. Long, M. Lanigan, P. Cuddihy, A. Phelan, D. Doyle, M. Doran, M. Noonan, W. Ireland, T. Brennan, P. Millea, D. Dowling, M. Shortall, P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, J. Cody, M. O’Brien, C. Phelan-Holden, B. Aylward, T. Breathnach, P. O’Neill, M. Brett, T. Maher.

In Attendance:
M. Malone, Co. Manager, J.McCormack, P. O’Neill, T. Gunning, T. Walsh, Directors of Service, J. Dempsey, Head of Finance, D. Malone, Senior Executive Planner, M. Mullally, Meetings Administrator, J. Gibbons, Administrative Officer.

Attendance of Michael Egan and John Fitzsimons from the National Roads Authority at the Meeting.

Cathaoirleach Cllr. MH Cavanagh welcomed Michael Egan and John Fitzsimons from the NRA to the meeting to address members concerns with regard to road safety matters on National Roads in the County.  The following is a summary of issues raised by the members:-

*
N. 77 – Durrow to Ballyragget Road at Ballynaslee.

*
N. 8 – Dublin – Cork Road (Beggars Cross near Johnstown.

*
Piltown-Fiddown By-Pass.

*
N. 9 Thomastown Town including traffic calming and provision of pedestrian crossing.

*
Increase speed limit at Sally Park to 40 m.p.h.

*
Move Carrick-On-Suir By-Pass closer to South Kilkenny to tie in with Piltown-Fiddown By-Pass.

*
Callan By-Pass – need for ghost islands.

*
Delays in the start of the Waterford By-Pass.

*
New Ross By-Pass.

*
N. 9 Kilkenny to Waterford Road.

*
Completion of Kilkenny Ring Road.

*
Traffic lights on N. 9 at Paulstown.

*
Traffic calming at Gowran village.

*
Road markings recently changed by the N.R.A. near turn-off to Lisnafunchion on the N. 78 Kilkenny/Castlecomer road alleged to be dangerous.

*
Completion of Mooncoin By-Pass and link same to Fiddown-Piltown By-Pass.  Design process to recommence within 2 years.

*
Continuation of dual carriageway at Ferrybank.

*
Provision of a low level bridge from Ballyverneen to County Wexford.

*
Completion of footpath from New Road Moneenroe to Castlecomer Town, also provision of public lighting. 

*
Improvement to visibility at the two bridges on the N. 10 Kilkenny – Waterford Road.

*
Crossing Gates at Rossinan, Mullinavat.

*
Exit at Night Cap, Dunkitt.

*
Continuation of footpath at the Carrick Road, Mooncoin.

*
Overtaking lanes be provided on the N. 10 Kilkenny to Waterford Road.

*
Road from Tennypark Cross to Brownstown N. 76.

*
Junction of the Bohernatownish Road with the Kilkenny Ring Road.

*
Public light and footpaths needed on the road between Ennisnag and Stoneyford N. 10.

*
Bottlenecks on road between Durrow and Ballyragget N. 77.

*
Possibility of a small by-pass linking the Kilkenny/Dublin Road and the Graignamanagh/New Ross Road at Thomastown.

Contributions by Cllrs. M. O’Brien, M.H. Cavanagh, P. Dunphy, T. Maher, C. 

Connery, B. Aylward, M. Shortall, C. Long, D. Dowling, J.Cody, P. O’Neill, M. 

Brett, M. Doran, P. Cuddihy, C. Phelan-Holden, D. Doyle, M. Noonan, J. Brennan, T. 

Breathnach.   J. Coonan, P. Millea, M. Lanigan. 

Mr. M. Egan stated that the N.R.A. attach  importance to road safety matters and have 

two schemes in place to deal with the provision of traffic safety measures on national 

roads.  The N.R.A. up to recently were not in a position to spend monies on National 

Secondary Roads as the primary investment targets were the National Primary Routes 

identified in the National Development Plan.  Funding is now being made available 

for works on National Secondary Roads.  

In response to the issues raised by the members the following is a summary of 

comments made by Mr. M. Egan, N.R.A.

· The Kilkenny Ring Road is presently at tender stage and construction will start next year. 
· The N. 9/N. 10  Kilcullen to Waterford Dual Carriageway is a priority.  The northern stage is due to start in 2007 and finish by 2010.  The southern stage is due to start in 2008 and finish in 2010.  

· Waterford By-Pass construction to start at the end of 2005. 
· The provision of the N. 9/N. 10 Kilcullen to Waterford Dual Carriageway will provide the solution to traffic congestion in Thomastown Town.  In the meantime the Council will be looking at traffic management proposals. 
· Mooncoin By-Pass – Design process to recommence within two years. 
· New Ross By-Pass – Design process to recommence within two years. 
· Right hand turns on Roadway Schemes.  The Piltown Fiddown By-Pass was designed to the relevant standard at the time.  The provision of two lanes of traffic split by a physical barrier as an option instead of right-hand turns is being considered. 
· The increase of the speed limit at Sally Park is included in the list of proposed adjustments to the Speed Limits Bye-Laws which is on the Agenda for todays meeting. 
· Junction of the Bohernatownish Road and the Kilkenny Ring Road.  N.R.A. is prepared to assist with funding to provide a solution. 
· Traffic Calming Schemes submitted to the N.R.A. will be considered for funding within the budget available. 
Cathaoirleach MH Cavanagh thanked Michael Egan and John Fitzsimons for attending the meeting and for addressing the issues raised by the members with regard to safety on National Roads in the County.  

Votes of Congratulations:

Congratulations was extended to Galmoy on winning the Junior Hurling County Final. 

Congratulations was extended to Freshford Ladies Camogie Club on winning the All-Ireland Club Final. 

Congratulations was extended to James Stephens G.A.A. Club for winning the Senior Hurling County Final.  

Congratulations was extended to Carrickshock on winning the Intermediate County Final and the Leinster Intermediate Final.

Votes of Sympathy:
 Jimmy Wall, Castletobin, Callan on the death of his mother Bridget Wall.

Dick Gleeson, Donaghmore, Kells Road, Kilkenny on the death of his brother Martin Gleeson.

Kathleen McGrath, Smithstown, Castlecomer on the death of her husband Mr. John McGrath.

Mr. Pete Salter, Upper Ballyhimmin, Castlecomer on the death of his wife Mrs. Sally Salter.

Mrs. Kathleen Ryan, Deerpark, Castlecomer on the death of her brother Mr. Sean Comerford.

Mrs. Nora Hayes, Lavistown, Highrath on the death of her husband Mr. Thomas Hayes.

Mrs. Mary Cody, Dunnamaggin on the death of her husband Mr. Bobby Cody.

Mr. Nicky Atkins, Comeragh View, Mooncoin on the death of his wife Mrs. Mary Atkins.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Cody, Dunnamaggin on the death of their son Mr. Bobby Cody.

Mr. Jim Cody, Ballyreddy, Tullogher on the death of his mother Mrs. Ellen Cody.

Mr. Luke Cody, Tynans Garden, Rathmoyle on the death of his mother Mrs. Ellen Cody.

The Mullally Family, Davidstown, Glenmore on the death of Mr. Richie Mullally.

Mr. John Sullivan, Ballyfoyle, Tullogher on the death of his father Mr. James Sullivan.

Mr. Edward Sullivan, Ballyfoyle, Tullogher on the death of his father Mr. James Sullivan.

Mr. Cyril Foskin, Dangan, Kilmacow on the death of his mother Mrs. Marie Foskin.

Ms. Mary Heffernan, Kearney Bay, Glenmore on the death of her father Mr. James Sullivan.

Mrs. Maura Sullivan, Ballyfoyle, Tullogher on the death of her husband Mr. James Sullivan.

Mr. Pete Foskin, Deerpark, Mullinavat on the death of his wife Mrs.  Marie Foskin.

Mrs. Mary Fripps, Grange, Mooncoin on the death of her brother Mr. Nicholas Corcoran.

Ms. Kathleen Drohan, Carrick-On-Suir on the death of her husband Mr. Tom Drohan.

Lannon Family, C/o. Michael Lannon , Suir Crescent, Mooncoin on the death of Bernie Doherty.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 18th October, 2004. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 18th October, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(b) Minutes of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 20th September, 2004.  

Proposed by Cllr. J. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved: - “That the minutes of the Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 20th September, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(c) Minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee Meeting held on 15th September, 2004.  

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. D. Doyle and resolved:- “That the minutes of Rural Water Monitoring Committee held on 15th September, 2004, copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

(d) Minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 5th November, 2004.  

Proposed by Cllr. C. Long, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “That the minutes of Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 5th November, 2004, copy of which had been circulated with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.

2.
Business Described by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council.

(a) Housing and Other Disposal.

Housing.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. P. O’Neill and resolved:-

	
	(i)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 52 Hebron Park, Kilkenny to Brian and Ann Marie Beehan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(ii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 2 O’ Loughlin Road, Kilkenny to Eileen Roche in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(iii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Gathabawn, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny to Liam Skehan and Angela O’ Dwyer in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(iv)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Blue Hill, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny to Mark and Clair Monahan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(v)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Coolcashin, Gathabawn, Co. Kilkenny to Anthony Woodward and Sinead Monahan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(vi)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 37 Pococke Valley Lower, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny to John Lacey in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(vii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Old Road, Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny to John Cleary in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” (Notification attached)



	
	(viii)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 6 Mallfield, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny to Kevin O’ Hara and Karen Lanigan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme” (Notification attached)



	
	(ix)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Haggardsgreen, Callan, Co. Kilkenny to Fiona Shea in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. (Notification attached)



	
	(x)
	“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at 15 Hazel Grove, Loughboy, Kilkenny to Francis Cantwell and Rosemary Grogan in accordance with the terms of the Shared Ownership Scheme”. 

(Notification attached). 




(b) Notification under Part XI Planning & Development Act, 2000.

(i)
Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-  “Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the construction of five childrens playgrounds comprising selected items of children’s play equipment, erection of perimeter fencing where appropriate and installation of impact attenuation surfacing and associated drainage works where necessary at the following locations:-
(i)
Garringreen, Johnswell Road, Kilkenny.

(ii)
Fairgreen, Callan, Co. Kilkenny.

(iii)
Castlecomer Demesne, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny.

(iv)
Mooncoin Community Centre (beside Community Hall).

(v) Thomastown, Marshes Street (beside Library) 

as outlined in report circulated.

Contributions by P. O’Neill, C. Connery, C. Long, P. Cuddihy, T. Maher, M. Brett, MH Cavanagh, A. Phelan, T. Breathnach, M. O’Brien, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, M. Shortall, D. Dowling.  

Queries were responded to by M. Malone, County Manager and P. O’Neill, Director of Services.

(ii) Construction of 2 Houses at Ashwood, Hebron Road, Co. Kilkenny.
As required under Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000).

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-

“That the Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection”.

Contribution by Cllrs. J. Coonan, Cllr. M. Lanigan.

(c )
Corporate Affairs:

(i)

Extend Kilkenny Taxi-Meter Area to cover entire Kilkenny Electoral Area.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, seconded by Cllr. W. Ireland and resolved:- 

“That all powers, functions and duties conferred on Kilkenny County Council by virtue of the Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment) Regulations, 1995 in respect of taxis and hackneys in the Kilkenny Electoral Area of Kilkenny County (as delineated and coloured blue on map attached) should be exercised by Kilkenny Borough Council on behalf of Kilkenny County Council and that the Kilkenny Taxi-Meter Area be extended to include the Kilkenny Electoral Area of Kilkenny County and that an agreement should be entered into with Kilkenny Borough Council for this purpose under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001.  Section 59 Agreement dated 18th December, 1995 is hereby rescinded.

Contributions by Cllrs. M. O’Brien, P. O’Neill.

(ii)

Election of Four VEC Members.

Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:- “

That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the nomination of the following four candidates to the VEC as per report of Consultation Meeting dated 8th November, 2004:-

· Monsignior Michael Ryan (Board of Management Abbey Community College).

· The Rev. Cannon B.Y. Fryday (United Dioceses of Cashel & Ossory).

· Tony Patterson, (Colaiste Pobal Osrai, Parents Association).

· Joan Murphy (Graiguemanagh Historical Society).

(ii) Nomination of External Representatives to Strategic Policy Committees.

SPC 1 – Forward Planning and Development Policy.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved.

Agriculture/Farming – Kevin Connolly, Coolmore, Knocktopher.

Development/Construction – Denis Guilfoyle, 14 Loreto Park, Troys Lane, Kilkenny.

Environment/Conservation/Cultural – Eileen Somer Ronan, Ballyroe, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny.

Business/Commercial – Mike Nolan. Kilkenny Chamber of Commerce, Lower Walkin Street, Kilkenny.

Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged – John Burke, Piltown Development Association, Turkstown, Piltown.

SPC 2 – Infrastructure – Transportation, Water Services and Other.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved:-

Agriculture/Farming – John Bambrick, Mallardstown, Callan.



Trade Union – Phil Funchion, Lower Bridge Street, Callan.

Business/Commercial – Deirdre Gough, IBEC, Confederation House, Waterford Business Park, Cork Road, Waterford.

Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged – Eamon Walsh, Ballycudihy, Kilmanagh.

SPC 3 – Environmental Policy – Including Fire Services and Emergency Planning.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved.



Agriculture/Farming – Michael Rice, Greenridge, Kilkenny.

Environment/Conservation/Culture – Eileen Flynn, 38 Kells Road, Kilkenny.

Business/Commercial – Trish Finnegan, Kilkenny Womens Network, Creative Catering, Main Street, Dunamaggin, Co. Kilkenny.

Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged – Sean Fitzpatrick, Ballinamara Road, Rathmoyle.

SPC 4 – Housing Policy.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Cody, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved”.

Agriculture/Farming – no nominee received to date.

Development /Construction – Ivan Shannon, Con-Shan Ltd., Unit 10 Loughboy Industrial Estate, Kilkenny.



Trade Union – Yvonne Moriarty, 22 Vicar Street, Kilkenny.

Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged – Emma Devine, Tulla, Threecastles, Co. Kilkenny.

SPC 5 – Community and Social Policy – Arts, Culture, Heritage, Tourism, Education.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Brennan, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-

Environment/Conservation/Culture – Coilin O’Driscoll, Tulla, Threecastles.

Business/Commercial – Jackie Kennedy, Lacken House Restaurant and Guest House, Dublin Road, Kilkenny.

Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged – Breda McDonald, Ballintleg, Mullinavat, Co. Kilkenny.

Proposed by Cllr. T. Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-

“That a letter be sent to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to amend the Strategic Policy Committee Scheme to allow for a nominated sub to attend SPC meetings from the community/voluntary/disadvantaged sector”.

(d)
Sanitary Services:

(i) Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny Borough Council hereby enter into an Agreement with Kilkenny County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 for the purpose of enabling Kilkenny Borough Council to carry out the functions of a Sanitary Authority in relation to water supply and sewerage services in its administrative area for the period 1st January, 2005 – 31st December, 2005”.

(e)
Planning:

Proposed Variation to Ballyhale Local Area Plan.

Mr. M. Malone, County Manager referred to the report circulated to the members with the Agenda.  A total of three submissions were received with regard to the proposed amendment.  It is recommended not to proceed with the Proposed Variation as the site of the proposed amendment is within the River Barrow and River Nore S.A.C. and forms part of the flood plain of the Little Arrigle River.  (Report fromD. Malone, Senior Executive Planner refers).  Contributions by:  Cllrs. B. Aylward, M. Doran, M. Shortall, D. Dowling, P. O’Neill, M. O’Brien, J.Cody, T Breathnach, M. Lanigan.  

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. M. Doran and resolved:-

“That the recommendation of the County Manager be rejected and that we proceed with the Proposed Variation”.  

As the resolution was a direct opposite of the recommendation in the Manager’s Report  a vote was taken on the recommendation of the County Manager not to proceed with the Proposed Variation to the Ballyhale Local Area Plan which resulted as follows:-

In Favour of Proposal:
Cllrs. M. Shortall, J. Brennan, C. Connery, J. Cody, M. Brett, P. Cuddihy, M. Noonan, W. Ireland, T. Maher, P. O’Neill, A. Phelan, M. O’Brien, D. Dowling, 

C. Phelan-Holden, T. Breathnach, P. Dunphy.  Total – 16.

Against the Proposal:

Cllrs. P. Fitzpatrick, J. Coonan, M. Lanigan, M. Doran, D. Doyle, T. Brennan, R. Aylward, C. Long.  Total – 8.

Cllr. M.H,. Cavanagh abstained.

Cllr. P. Millea absent.

The recommendation of the County Manager not to proceed with the Proposed Variation to the Ballyhale Local Area Plan 2004 was carried.

(f)
Roads.

Proposed Adjustments to Kilkenny County Council Speed Limit Bye-Laws 2004.

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that a number of anomalies in 1999 Bye-Laws had been discovered and the purpose of the adjustment is to correct and complete the Bye-Laws.  The descriptions of the speed limit locations in the Bye-Laws have been improved with road numbers added to the local road name.  The Bye-Laws descriptions have been up-dated and corrected where By-Passes have been constructed (i.e.) Piltown/Fiddown and Callan.  This is not a general review of the speed limits locations.   Once the metrification of the speed limits has occurred a review will be carried out using the kmph speed limits after a settling down period.  The proposed date for the metrification of the speed limits is 20th January, 2005.

Contributions by Cllr. P. Dunphy, M. O’Brien, M. Lanigan, J. Coonan, D. Dowling, T. Breathnach, C. Connery, M.H. Cavanagh.

Proposed by Cllr. P. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved:-

“That the County Council of the County of Kilkenny in exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 46 of the Road Traffic Act, 1961 (number 24 of 1961) as inserted by Section 33 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994 (No. 7 of 1994)  and with the consent of the National Roads Authority hereby approves the making of the following bye-laws in respect of the area comprising of the administrative County of Kilkenny.

Road traffic (Speed Limits) (County of Kilkenny) Bye-Laws 2004.

(g)
Finance:

Proposed leasing agreement with National Ireland Investment Bank.

Agreed to defer this item to the December meeting of the Council.  

Mr. J. Dempsey,Head of Finance circulated background information on the 2005 Development Contribution Scheme Budget for the information of the members.  Contribution by Cllr. D. Dowling.

3.
Urgent Correspondence.

B. Aylward stated that Waterford City Council will  be coming forward with proposal over the next few months for an extension to their boundary into South Kilkenny.  Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. C. Long and unanimously agreed:-:-

“That Kilkenny County Council appoint Consultants to prepare our case to refute any such proposal”.

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Brien, seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:-

“That Liam Kenny from the General Council of County Councils be invited to address the members with regard to boundary extensions at the January meeting of the Council”.

Notice of Motion – (27/04) – Cllr.  Paul Cuddihy was now discussed. Cllr. Pat ONeill declared his interest in motion and withdrew from the meeting. 

“That Kilkenny County Council request the Minister for the Environment and Local Government Deputy Dick Roche, T.D. and the Minister for Communications Deputy Martin Cullen, T.D. to investigate fully the proposed Variation in the route of the N. 9 near Bennettsbridge in  Co. Kilkenny in order to ensure that the route change will provide the tax payer with the best possible value for money”.

Proposed by Cllr. P. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. J. Coonan and resolved:-

“That the Public Accounts Committee be requested to investigate  the route change to ensure that same will provide the tax payer with the best possible value for money”.  

Contributions by Cllrs. M. Lanigan, D. Dowling, M. O’Brien, P. Fitzpatrick, D. Doyle.

The notice of motion as amended was proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and agreed.

It was agreed that a deputation comprising of the Elected Members of the Thomastown Electoral Area, Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Cllr. Lanigan, Cathaoirleach MH Cavanagh would meet with the National Roads Authority to discuss route selection on the N. 9 at Bennettsbridge.

4.
Business Adjourned from a Previous Meeting.

None.

5.
Fix Dates and Times of Meetings:

Schedule of meetings from November, 2004 to January, 2005 agreed.  

It was agreed that SPC 5 would meet on the 29th November, 2004 from 12.00 noon to 2.00 p.m. and that the Corporate Policy Group meet on the same day from 2.00 p.m.- 4.00 p.m.

6.
Consideration on Reports and Recommendation of Committees of the Council.

(a) Report of Ballyragget Electoral Area Meeting held on 20th September, 2004. 

Cllr. M.H. Cavanagh outlined the items discussed at the meeting as follows:

           
      
(i)
Proposed Road Works Programme -  2005 – 2008.


     
(ii)
Proposed Public Lighting Programme – 2005 – 2008.

(iii) Improved safety for pedestrians on the Tullavolty Road, Johnstown.

(b) Report on Rural Water Committee Meeting held on 15th September, 2004.  Cllr. T. Brennan stated that the report on this meeting was given at the October meeting of the Council.

(c)
Report of the Piltown Electoral Area Meeting held on 5th November, 2004.

Cllr. D. Dowling outlined the items discussed at the meeting as follows:-



Pill River Drainage Study.



Waterford Proteins.



Road Infrastructure/South East Region.



Speed limits Sallypark.

Contributions by Cllrs. B. Aylward, P. Dunphy, T.Breathnach, D. Dowling.  

Proposed by Cllr. B. Aylward, seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved:-

“That the Council write to the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce conditions attached to licence granted to Waterford Proteins Limited”.

Mr. P. O’Neill, Director of Services replied to queries raised and agreed to follow up above issues with E.P.A. and General Council of County Council.

7.
Other Business Set Forth in the Notice Convening the Meeting.

None.

8 
Conferences.

Proposed by Cllr. J. Coonan, seconded by Cllr. B. Aylward and agreed.

9 – 
Matters Arising from Minutes.
None.

10 .
Any Other Business.

Cllr. Michael O’Brien stated that people in Thomastown appreciated the help and assistance given by the Council workforce and Fire Brigade staff to relieve flooding at Thomastown.  Thanks was also extended to Council staff in respect of works to relieve flooding at Ballyhale and Callan. 

11.
Notices of Motion.

(23/04) – Cllr. Malcom Noonan.

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddhihy and resolved:-

“That Kilkenny County Council implement the findings of the European Petitions Committee regarding the unsatisfactory treatment of water for human consumption at Troyswood Water Treatment Plant and set about providing clean safe drinking water for the people of Kilkenny”.

Contributions by Cllrs. J. Coonan, P. Cuddihy.

Mr. T. Gunning, Director of Service stated that Consultants have been appointed to prepare plans for the upgrade of the plant and to identify a source for the water supply.  The upgrade to the plant is included in the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government Capital Programme.  It was agreed that a visit for new Councillors would be arranged to Troyswood.

The County Manger stated that the water is tested on a regular basis and is fit for human consumption.  

(24/04 – Cllr. Malcom Noonan).

Proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, seconded by Cllr. J. Cody and resolved.

“That Kilkenny County Council, in recognition of the fact that our generation has the chance to eradicate global poverty, supports Trocaire’s Keep our World Campaign on the UN Millennium Development Goals.  Recognising that 800 million people go hungry every day and that 113 million children do not have access to school, Kilkenny County Council and its members affirm our commitment to the 8 goals”.

Noted and Agreed.

(25/04 – Cllr. Maurice Shortall)
“That Kilkenny County Council initiate proceedings for a Variation to the County Development Plan 2002 Volume 11 to include all the Coillte owned land in Castlecomer  Demesne, so as to bring the boundaries of the map in line with the text of this plan”.

It was agreed that this motion would be considered at the next review of the Castlecomer Town Plan.

(26/04 – Cllr. Tomas Breathnach).

“Kilkenny County Council urges the Government to introduce in the upcoming Budget a National Waiver Scheme for Refuse Collection Charges.  This scheme to include those whose sole income is dependent on the Old Age Pension and Social Welfare”.

Noted and Agreed.

Notice of Motion from Other Local Authorities Seeking Support of Kilkenny County Council.

27/04 – Limerick County Council – 10th August, 2004

“That, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government review the parameters  under which our National Car Testing arrangements are conducted”.

Noted.

28/04 – North Tipperary  County Council – 23rd July, 2004.

“That we seek the support of all Local Authorities and ask them to write to the Minister for Finance stating their objections to the abolition of rollover relief in respect of capital gains tax on compensation paid to property owners for compulsory acquisition of their land”.

Noted.

29/04 – Clones Town Council – 3rd August, 2004

“That recognising the vital role that Part-Time Fireman play within the community, this Council calls on the Department of Social and Family Affairs to acknowledge the impediment of being on 24 hour call brings when applying for jobs, also not being able to take up employment outside the 4 mile radius that is necessary to stay within to be on call.  These facts should be taken on board whenever decisions on a part-time fireman’s entitlements to unemployment assistance is made as at the present time many find themselves cut off unemployment assistance on the grounds that they are not making adequate efforts to find full-time employment”.

Noted.

30/04 – Clones Town Council – 3rd August, 2004.

“That this Council request the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Minister for Justice and the Minister for Social and Family Affairs to urgently review the Habitual Residency clause in social assistance claims, as this can effect Irish people returning from the U.S.A., Canada, Australia etc., because it is left open to interpretation”.

Noted.

31/04 – Wexford Borough Council – 12th October, 2004
“Wexford Borough Council supports the establishment of a University of the South East.  This Council calls on the Minister for Education & Science to address the regional imbalance in the provision of education to university level by setting up a multi-campus and autonomous university across the South East”.

Noted.

32/04 Killarney Town Council – 14th October, 2004
“That Killarney Town Council call on the Minister for the Environment to use the same colouring and logo on disabled parking bays, in uniformity with other EU Countries”.

Noted.

33/04 Clonmel Borough Council – 15th September, 2004
“That all elected Local Government Members be provided with equal status to each other, to include equivalent treatment and privilege in all and every assistance to them from either Central or Local Government Further that the Motion be circulated to all Local Authorities and to the Department of the Environment and Local Government”.

Noted.

34/04 – Fermoy Town Council – 24th September, 2004
“That we as a Local Authority call on the Minister for the Environment to enact legislation where taxation on waste be at the point of entry rather than the point of disposal to enable us as a society to realistically face up to our National and International obligations in the area of waste management”.
Noted.

35/04 – Offaly County Council.

“That Offaly County Council call on the Department of Foreign Affairs to increase substantially its Overseas Aid this year, and that a multi-year agreement between the Department of Finance and Department of Foreign Affairs is reached, to ensure gradual aid increases for the coming three years, in order to fulfil the Government’s commitment to the 8 Millennium Development Goals”.

Noted.

36/04  Kerry County Council
“That any objections to planning permission can only be made by a person or persons living or having an interest (like ownership of land, buildings or business) within a radius of 3 miles of the location of the site for which planning is applied for”.

Noted.

37/04 – Kerry County Council.

“That the Council calls on Rialtas na hEireann to re-introduce the House Improvement Grant”.

Noted.

The meeting concluded at 5.58 p.m.

