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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PRINCIPLE FEATURES 

1.0 Brief description of the proposed works 
The proposal put forward provides for the following:- 
 
• Environmental upgrading of the existing streetscape using high quality paving 

materials and street furniture. 
• Removal of existing overhead service cables together with their 

relocation/replacement underground. 
• Provision of new, decorative street lighting. 
• Revisions to existing traffic management measures. 
• Landscaping. 

  
 
2.0 Background and reasons for scheme 

Kilkenny County Council, as the Project Promoter, proposes to undertake village 
renewal works in Thomastown at Market St., Pipe St., Logan St. and Low St.  
The purpose of these works is to improve and enhance the town core environment 
and to promote business & tourism in the area. 

The aim of the proposed works is twofold, namely: 

• To improve and enhance the town environment through renewal and 
development, and, 

• To conserve and upgrade the natural and built heritage of the area 

This project is being undertaken in cooperation & consultation with Kilkenny 
Leader Partnership and Thomastown Tidy Towns Committee.  

 
In recognition of the medieval legacy of Thomastown and noting that the 
proposed works are within the designated Zone of Archaeological Potential, as 
prescribed in the Thomastown Local Area Plan 2009, Kilkenny County 
Council will liaise with the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 
respect of this project.  

 
The primary reasons for undertaking the project include: 

 
• On completion the town improvements will promote a sense of place, a 

new pride within the local rural community, encourage tourism in the area 
and support local commercial enterprises by making the town a nicer place 
to visit & live.  
 

• The substantially improved visual amenity offered by the scheme will 
make the area a more attractive place to visit & live, which will in turn 
support the local business & commercial enterprises & will also promote 
tourism in the area. 

 



• Improved commercial environment within the town arising from increased 
foot traffic to local shops and businesses as a result of the new, safe & 
pedestrian orientated facilities, with attractive decorative street furniture & 
landscaping.  

 
 

• Improved recreational facilities for walking through the provision of an 
attractive environment and public space with new street lighting and safe 
road crossing points.  

 
• Improved road user safety arising from the provision of street lighting, 

signage & pedestrian focused works. 
 

• Provision of additional landscaping & planting to improve the visual 
appearance of the area & assist with the goals. 

 
• The existence of overhead service cables and utility poles along with old 

pole mounted street lighting provides for a poor visual amenity. The under 
grounding of services and the introduction of an upgraded lighting design 
will greatly enhance the streetscape.  

 

Project Benefits 
The proposed works will offer substantial benefits to the local community, 
local businesses and will increase the potential for tourism in the area.  
 
The benefits resulting from the completion of the project would include: 

 
• The village improvements will promote a sense of place, pride in the local 

rural community, encourage tourism within the area and support local 
commercial enterprises by making the town a nicer place to visit & live. 

 
• The complete scheme will provide the local rural community and local 

businesses with an improved town core with clear sky views unobstructed 
by unsightly wires and cables. The village will be a more attractive place 
to live, shop and visit which will in turn improve the quality of life for all 
those living in, and visiting, the area. 
 

• The improvements arising from the scheme will in turn support the local 
business & commercial enterprises and will also promote tourism in the 
area. 
 

• The new, safe & pedestrian orientated facilities, with attractive decorative 
street furniture & landscaping will promote an improved commercial 
environment arising from increased foot traffic to local shops and 
businesses. 
 

• The provision of regulated parking and traffic calming as a result of the 
footpath improvements & new street lighting will ensure safer pedestrian 
movement through the village.  
 



• The scheme will offer improved recreational facilities for walking through 
the provision of an attractive environment and public space with new street 
lighting and safe road crossing points.  
 

• Provision of additional landscaping & planting to improve the visual 
appearance of the area. 

 
3.0 Design Criteria 

The scheme shall be designed in accordance with the NRA Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges and the DTTAS Design Manual for Urban Roads and 
Streets. 

 

4.0 Funding 
The proposed works meet the requirements for funding under Axes 3 and 4 of 
the Rural Development Programme 2007-2012. Accordingly Kilkenny County 
Council is seeking funding for the project from the Kilkenny Leader 
Partnership under Axes 3 & 4 of the Programme.  

5.0 Submissions  

Representations and observations with respect to the proposed development may be 
made in writing to: 

J. Mulholland  
Director of Services 
Kilkenny County Council 
County Buildings 
John Street 
Kilkenny 
  

The latest date for receipt of submissions on the above scheme is 4pm 1st November 
2013. 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY A 
LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 
Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 

                    Kilkenny County Council 

 
Proposed development by a Local Authority 

Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2011 

 
Thomastown Village Renewal Scheme 

 
In accordance with Part 8, Article 81 of the above Regulations, Kilkenny County 
Council hereby gives notice of proposals pertaining to the following development: 
 
The provision of enhancements to the urban realm in Thomastown at Market Street, 
Pipe Street, Logan Street and Low Street, these works shall include the following: 
 

• Environmental upgrading of the existing streetscape using high quality paving 
materials and street furniture. 

• Removal of existing overhead service cables together with their 
relocation/replacement underground. 

• Provision of new, decorative street lighting. 
• Revisions to existing traffic management measures. 
• Landscaping. 

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection from 
Friday 6th September 2013 to Friday 18th October 2013 inclusive, at the following 
Kilkenny County Council offices: 

Kilkenny County Council,  From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5.00pm 
County Buildings,   Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 
John Street, Kilkenny City. 
 
Kilkenny County Council,   From 9am to 1pm & 2pm to 5.00pm 
Thomastown Area Office,   Monday to Friday (Except Public Holidays) 
Ladywell, Thomastown. 
 
Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development dealing with the 
proper planning and development of the area in which the development will be carried 
out may be made in writing to the undersigned. The latest date for receipt of comments 
on the above scheme is Friday 1st November 2013. Submissions should be clearly marked 
Thomastown Village Renewal Scheme. 
 
J. Mulholland  
Director of Services 
Kilkenny County Council 
County Buildings, John Street, Kilkenny 
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