
Present: 
Cllr. Fidelis Doherty, Cathaoirleach


Cllrs. M. O’Neill, E. Aylward, P. Dunphy, T. Breathnach and G. Frisby
In attendance:  S. McKeown, Director of Service, B. Tyrrell, Meetings Administrator, I. Gardner, Area Engineer and O. Bannon, Staff Officer
1. Confirmation of Minutes
MDP Meeting 7th February – Proposed by Cllr. Dunphy, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill
Matters Arising
River Studies – Cllr. Dunphy conveyed his thanks to Ian Gardner and Consultants for their work on the flood investigations.  He queried solutions in relation to the Dungooley area.  I. Gardner said that he has been advised that cleaning of the stream at Dungooley would have minimal impact and significant beneficial impact would need to be demonstrated in order to seek funding from OPW.  It would be beneficial to look at the bridge on N24 with a view to increasing capacity of the overall structure and it is proposed to send a report to TII in this regard.
Condolences – Cllr. O’Neill wished to offer condolences to the Gault family in Carrick-on-Suir following the recent tragic loss of their daughter Elisha.

Herbicide free County – Cllr. O’Neill again raised this matter seeking support to make the new Park in Ferrybank the first herbicide free area in the County and hoped the idea could be incorporated into the development stages of the park.  S. McKeown noted that this was a policy issue and the SPC would be reviewing the use of glyphosate and would take all reports and directives on the matter into account.
2. Consideration of Reports and Recommendations 

(a) Part VIII Housing Development at Piltown
It was agreed to discuss this item in committee at the end of the meeting.
(b) Update on N24
Cllr. Doherty extended sympathy to Tim Butler on the recent death of his mother Margaret.
As Tim was unable to attend the meeting, it was agreed that this item would be deferred.

(c) Update on N25 New Ross Bypass
Update circulated to members noted.
(d) Arrangements for New Ross Bypass Site Visit
B. Tyrrell advised members that Sean Dobbs had suggested the morning of Friday, 11th May for the site visit.  This was agreed, B. Tyrrell to confirm arrangements with Sean Dobbs.
It was also agreed to try arrange joint meeting with New Ross MD in the afternoon of 11th May.

Cllr. O’Neill asked if any update on the naming of the new bridge.  S. McKeown advised that a committee would be formed from the executive of both Kilkenny and Wexford County Councils.  Once established, proposals would be sought from the public which would then be reviewed and decision made by Wexford County Council, the lead authority.

(e) Roadworks Update

Report was circulated by I. Gardner outlining works completed during the previous 4 weeks.

It was noted that LIS allocation of €93,600 had been received with offers to be made on two schemes at Ballinteskin and Piltown GAA Club.  It was also noted that new applications for the LIS scheme had been received, I. Gardner to compile full list of pending applications for members.
Cllr. O’Neill asked if maintenance could be carried out at the old cemetery in Mooncoin, it was noted that funding for burial ground maintenance was limited and used mainly in active graveyards.

It was noted that tenders had been returned for Engineering Consultancy design services for Town & Village Renewal schemes, Mill Road footpath and pedestrian bridge at Mullinavat and Poulanassy Waterfall. Cllr. Aylward asked when draft plans would be available.  I. Gardner advised that surveys would be carried out first following which draft plans would be prepared.
(f) Kilkenny Greenway Update

S. McKeown advised that following approval of Part 8 at the March meeting of the Council, the next stage would be detailed design.  It was hoped that tenders would be sought this month, contractor appointed by the end of June and design complete by year end.  Under the NPF, the first round of funding for greenways would soon be available and application for funding would be lodged.  If successful, construction could get underway on the Kilkenny Greenway in Q1 of 2019.
Some queries were raised by members regarding outstanding issues with landowners, further consultation with locals, combating anti-social behaviour and funding.  Cllr. O’Neill proposed that the Gardai be invited to a meeting of the Piltown MD.  B. Tyrrell also stated the importance of engaging with local communities to develop the tourism aspect of the greenway.

(g) Clonassy (Poulanassy) Waterfall Update

I Gardner outlined the background to this item regarding the recommendation from IPB to close this amenity to the public for safety reasons due to parking and access issues and the decision by KCC to investigate options in order to keep this valuable amenity open.  He advised that broad agreement had been reached with the landowner to acquire land needed to provide additional parking and improve access and tenders had been received for consultancy costs of €11.5k, in order to carry out full survey and design.  It was noted that funding for this could come from the local allocation.
Following discussion, it was agreed to hold a special meeting to discuss how the local allocation should be used on Wednesday, 2nd May at 9.00am, prior to the monthly meeting.
(h) Arrangements for Joint Meeting with Tramore & Waterford City West

B. Tyrrell confirmed that the joint meeting would go ahead at 2pm in the Community Room, City Hall – Agenda to be circulated at the meeting.

(i) Arrangements for launch of Granny Civic Amenity Site

B. Tyrrell advised that the launch of the Granny Civic Amenity Site would take place on Friday, 4th May at 10.30am.
3. Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Order or Resolution of the Municipal District Members for transaction at such meetings
4. Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the meeting
5. Notices of Motion

2016(1) – Cllr. Melissa O’Neill – “That the Municipal District of Piltown, in line with the requirements set out in Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011, supports the renaming of Fiddown Bridge to James Connolly Memorial Bridge, to coincide with the 1916 Centenary Celebrations”
The motion was deemed withdrawn.
6. Correspondence
7. AOB
Additional items raised as follows:-
Welcome – Cllr. O’Neill welcomed the four Syrian families who had recently been settled in the Ferrybank area and wished them well in the community.
24/7 Cardiac Care for UHW – Cllr. Breathnach asked if response had been received from Minister Simon Harris regarding the request for a meeting with representatives from local authorities in the South East Region.  B. Tyrrell to follow up.
Potholes – Cllr. Dunphy wished to thank the Council for their efforts to maintain roads which have been badly affected by the weather.  He also wanted to acknowledge the difficulties currently being experienced by the farming community and hoped any assistance possible could be provided to them.  Cllr. Doherty advised that a notice of motion in this regard had already been submitted to the CPG.
Homeless Policy – Cllr. O’Neill advised that she had requested through the SPC that a review of the Homeless Policy be held.

National Spring Clean – Cllr. Aylward encouraged all to get out and involved in the National Spring Clean this month.  It was noted that Bernadette Moloney, Environmental Awareness Officer, was coordinating the local campaign and clean up kits were available.
Albatross Site – Cllr. Doherty asked for update for the next meeting.

Proposed Nuclear Power Station at Hinkley Point – as part of the trans-boundary consultative process on this proposal, Cllr. Breathnach requested that the matter be discussed with a view to a submission being made by Kilkenny County Council – final date for submissions was 17th April. S. McKeown advised that the matter would be discussed by the CPG next week.
Next Meeting – the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, 2nd May, 9am.  A joint meeting with Carrick-on-Suir Municipal District would follow in the afternoon at 2pm.

Part VIII Housing Development at Piltown (in committee)

Eimear Cody and Paddy Crotty attended from the Housing Department to discuss this item, which consisted of a development of 17 houses of various types to cater for local needs in Piltown Village.  Consultation with local residents had been very proactive, particularly with those most impacted by the development and based on submissions received, there were some amendments made to plans having regard to privacy, security and boundary type.  Parking facilities were also outlined.  It was noted that the Part 8 would be put before the members for approval at the April meeting of the Council.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed:___________________________

Dated:__________________



Cathaoirleach

Minutes of Municipal District of Piltown Meeting held Wednesday, 4th April, 2018 at 10.00am in the Ferrybank Area Office








